M. ANGELO AND VITTORIA COLONNA*

doubtful that he must now have done so, and have
naturally been offered a distinguished welcome in
that circle of philosophers and literati which it
was the widowed Marchesa's pleasure to gather
about her in the cloistered retirement of her Roman
villa.

Michael Angelo was then fifty-nine years old,
Vittoria forty-four, and one immediate bond of
sympathy between the two would be their common
interest in religious matters, particularly the reform
of the Church, a restoration of it to evangelical
purity, that " reformation from within " the leading
spirits of which, before long to be crushed by the
Catholic reaction as embodied in the Inquisition,
were Vittoria's most intimate friends. These
friendships were later on to bring Vittoria herself
into grave danger, from which only her rank
protected her; but, meanwhile, the reforming
party was powerful and the pious reunions at the
Villa Colonna wrere left in peace. There exists a
very charming description of one of these reunions
in the reminiscences of the miniature-painter
Francisco d'Ollanda, who resided in Rome during
the year 1530 and 1540, on an artistic mission from
his master the King of Portugal. Francisco was
persona grata in Vittoria's circle, and he gives so
living a picture of the gracious way of life of that
noble lady as he recalls her one Sunday afternoon
in the spring of 1537,seate^ in the quiet little con-
vent church of San Silvestro on Monte Cavallo, in
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